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JENNIFER LEE HARRISON — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations) [9.06 am]: Today 
the McGowan government would like to pay its respects to Jennifer Lee Harrison and honour the contribution she 
made to Western Australia. She passed away recently at the age of 64. Born in Merredin in 1953, Jennifer attended 
Applecross Senior High School and Pennsbury High School in Pennsylvania in the United States of America as 
an exchange student. After high school, she studied at the University of Western Australia, completing 
a Bachelor of Arts degree, a Diploma in Education and a Master of Industrial Relations. Jennifer worked as 
a teacher and lecturer between 1975 and 1987. After that, she changed her course of career, taking up a role as an 
industrial officer with the State School Teachers’ Union of WA. Jennifer worked actively for industrial 
organisations in Western Australia and the commonwealth, including the Construction, Forestry, Mining and 
Energy Union and the Builders Labourers Federation. Consequently, most of her industrial career was spent 
working in male-dominated industries. She was a fierce woman and a champion for workplace rights who brought 
balance and integrity to all her dealings. She was very well respected in the industry. Her strong advocacy abilities 
were recognised when she was sworn in as a member of the Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission 
in March 2002. She retired in September last year. Those close to her, described her as a fine commissioner and 
a no-fuss, matter-of-fact, straight-forward person who was always a loyal and engaging colleague. Everything she 
did, she did well. 
I add my personal condolences to the family. The members for Fremantle, Cockburn and Mirrabooka and some 
others were, like me and Jennifer, industrial officers in the exciting times of the 1990s, with the wage accords and 
the campaigns against the first, second and third wave of industrial changes. All of us became friends and we were 
all sad on noting Jennifer’s passing. 
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